Ranked according to their historical accuracy from best to worst, right to left in Figure 1 , the six compoments of the PollyVote place as follows: citizen forecasts, prediction markets, index models, expert judgment, econometric models, and polls.
In 2016 citizen forecasts 1 defended their top position, but other methods were outliers relative to their historical record. Both polls and econometric models performed considerably better, while prediction markets did worse. This fluctuation in accuracy among methods makes it difficult to predict ex ante which method will do best.
Combining forecasts within and across methods, as the PollyVote does, guarantees that its forecast will never come out last and will always do at least as well The method of combining forecasts makes no claim that the PollyVote will always outperform its most accurate component, although that can happen, as was the case in 2004 (Cuzán et al., 2005) and 2012 (Graefe et al., 2014b) . What is claimed is that over time, as the constituent methods' relative accuracy varies, the PollyVote will surpass them. This is demonstrated in Figure 2 
